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brightlanelearning.org

Inspiring Minds. Illuminating Futures.

Read more about our rebrand at
brightlanelearning.org/whybrightlane

Moving forward — together!

N E W S L E T T E R  

We are Brightlane Learning!
As I lead this organization into a new era with a new name, I am 
grateful. I am grateful to the individuals who walked alongside us 
for our first 20 years as School on Wheels. You trusted a local 
grass-roots organization with your time, attention, intellectual 
resources, and financial support. Our success is attributable to 
your loyalty. I am grateful to the individuals who have enhanced 
our programming so we can continue to evolve and meet the 
ever-changing needs of this community. And I am grateful to 
those joining us to shape our future as Brightlane Learning.

Why Brightlane Learning?

All children, regardless of their living situation, deserve a bright 
future. But when the di�culties of housing insecurity cast a 
shadow over their formative years, they often struggle in 
darkness. As Brightlane Learning, we will continue to provide 
consistent and committed academic support to help light the 
way to a brighter future.

The name “Brightlane Learning” not only better captures what 
this organization does but also speaks to how we do it. “Bright” 
connotes illumination and warmth; “lane” implies a clear, 
well-defined path;  and “learning” clearly states our purpose: to 
support every child’s educational journey.

Thank you for believing in us through all stages of our life cycle. 
We appreciate your continued commitment to Brightlane 
Learning. Let’s inspire minds and illuminate futures – together.

A NOTE FROM THE FOUNDER

S A L L Y  B I N D L E Y



FEATURE

27%

Expanding to Meet
Increased Need

Family homelessness
in Indianapolis has
increased 27%

87%
more likely to drop out
of school.

Although our programs have served K-12 students since our 
founding two decades ago, the average age of the students 
we worked with each day was just 8-years-old. Last year we 
expanded to reach more students. By expanding beyond 
elementary schools into middle schools and high schools for 
the first time, we now have sta� dedicated to the specific 
needs of older students. We ensure that teens have the 
support they need to pass tests and increase scores that 
threaten to prevent them from being promoted to the next 
grade or graduating.

During the 2021/2022 school year, we served 72 high school 
students. These expansion e�orts not only supported 
children impacted by homelessness who attend these school 
partners but also supported the educators in these schools 
during an extremely challenging time.

In our 21st year of providing tutoring and academic support 
to students and families impacted by homelessness and 
housing instability, Brightlane Learning is poised to continue 
to meet the incredible community need. The 2022 Point in 
Time Count conducted by CHIP and the Indiana University 
Public Policy Institute in January, found that the total number 
of households with children experiencing homelessness in 
Indianapolis had increased 27% over the previous year’s 
count. Many factors are exacerbating family homelessness, 
including inflation, evictions, and increasing rent.
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Brightlane needs 40 new volunteer tutors to help expand our presence in existing 
partners while growing into new locations in response to this sharp increase in 
family homelessness and the lingering impacts of pandemic-related learning loss. 
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Apply today brightlanelearning.org

Children experiencing
homelessness are



Our experience is unmatched. Our expertise is proven. As the 
number of families experiencing homelessness and housing 
insecurity in Indianapolis increases, we are a trusted partner 
walking alongside parents, teachers, schools, shelters, and 
community centers to prevent students of all ages from falling 
behind and becoming trapped in the cycle of homelessness. 

With your support, we can continue to expand our 
services and transform lives through the power of 
education. Give today brightlanelearning.org

During the 2021/2022 school year, Brightlane Learning increased the number of 
sta� at our existing partner sites, added 10 additional schools to our community 
partners, and worked alongside more students and their families than ever before. 
Our enrollment grew to 534 students, a 150% increase over the 2020/2021 school 
year. As we expanded, we continued to build critical relationships, build grade 
level skills, and develop the confidence of our students to help them excel.
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Support Brightlane Learning

96%

2021 /  2022
IMPACT

of students in schools had a 
personalized learning plan to 
direct the tutoring hour 
specific to their strengths 
and areas for growth.

86%
of teachers reported that 
Brightlane Learning students 
demonstrated maintenance 
or an increase in the quality 
of their school work.

100%
of parents who attended a 
school choice workshop reported 
increased knowledge of the 
options available to their child.

Brightlane was such a big help with my daughter. She was way 
behind, and I didn’t have time to help her. Now she is reading at 

her grade level. It’s just so good to see how far she has come. 

- Brightlane Learning Parent



Coburn Place Safe Haven

Colonial Park Apartments

DATkids Afterschool

Dayspring Center

Family Promise of Greater Indianapolis

The Julian Center

Salvation Army Ruth Lilly Women 

   & Children’s Center

Salvation Army Barton Center

Wheeler Mission for Women 

   and Children

Moorhead Community Center in 

   Warren Township

Allisonville Elementary

Belzer Middle School

Brookside Elementary, IPS #54

Cold Spring School

Crooked Creek Elementary

URBAN ACT Academy

Fall Creek Valley Middle School

Fox Hill Elementary

Greenbriar Elementary

Guion Creek Middle School

Lawrence Central High School

Lawrence North High School

Lincoln Middle School

Matchbook Learning at Wendell 

   Phillips #63

New Augusta North

Nora Elementary

North Central High School

Pike High School

Ralph Waldo Emerson, IPS #58

Spring Mill Elementary

Willow Lake Elementary
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School on Wheels is Brightlane Learning
Our name and identity have changed. But our commitment to our 
students and families is stronger than ever. As Brightlane Learning, we will 
pursue our mission with renewed tenacity, energy, and innovation. In doing 
so, we will empower students to become full participants in a learning 
journey that leads to a brighter future – one where youth homelessness is 
eliminated, educational equity is a reality, and every child has an 
opportunity to reach their full potential.

2955 N Meridian Street
Ste 250
Indianapolis IN 46208

Learn more and connect brightlanelearning.org


